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Welcome back to PONIES 24-7 and 
our fourth issue of 2022. Yes, it’s hard 
to believe that when this magazine is 
released, the beginning of the Holiday 
Season is not too far off. But with that 
being said, we are still in the midst of 
horse racing and some good racing 
at that, on both sides of the ledger. 
This edition of PONIES 24-7, features 
a potpourri of articles and interviews 
that you are certainly going to enjoy 
reading, starting with an interview with 
The Hambletonian Society’s Moira 
Fanning, whose lifelong passion has 
been and still is harness racing and 
after reading this article, I am sure 
that you too wil be in agreement that 
Moira is in the ‘right place’. Also in 
this magazine, we visit with someone 
who too is passionate about racing, 
this time with Thoroughbreds, as 
Katie Larsen is owner of Southern 
Belle Thoroughbreds, a business 
that concentrates on repurposing 
Thoroughbreds at Woodbine and 
Fort Erie after their racing careers 
are over. Katie as you will read, is 
also an accomplished rider herself, 
having spent some years with hunter 
jumpers and currently she works 
at exercising Thoroughbreds in the 
morning. Also in this issue, there is 
another installment of our regular 
‘PLAY IT AGAIN…’ feature, which are 
segments of interviews previously 
heard on our radio show, ‘Ponies 24-
7, THE RADIO MAGAZINE’.This time 

we speak with Jay Kornegay, Vice 
President of Race and Sports Book 
Operations of The SUPERBOOK at 
the Westgate Las Vegas. Jay brings 
our readers up to date on the Sports 
Betting climate in the United States 
and also talks some about how horse 
racing remains a constant supplement 
to The SUPERBOOK’S menu of Sports 
Betting provided at the Westgate 
facility. Finally, if you are a ‘bourbon 
and barbeque buff’, then our article on 
Bourbon &; Barbeque Louisville, being 
held on November 11th and 12th, 
should grab your interest. The event 
coincides with Louisville’s Mayor’s 
Week of Valor and is supported by 
the Veterans Community Alliance of 
Louisville (VCAL).

Enjoy this issue of PONIES 24-7 
and if you want more ‘PONIES’, 
then once again, don’t forget to 
tune in Saturday mornings to  
‘Ponies 24-7, THE RADIO MAGAZINE’ 
on the FM channel,1O5.9 The Region 
and live streamed at 1059theregion.
com. It’s now 60 minutes of action-
packed interviews, handicapping 
selections and informative content for 
racing fans everywhere and it all starts at  
8:00 am ET. You will be glad you did!

https://twitter.com/ponies247?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Ponies247
https://www.instagram.com/ponies247experience/


The Hambletonian Society’s Chief Operating Officer  
Is A ‘Real Lifer’ In The Harness Racing Industry

Moira Fanning has always made it a point to 
surround herself with horses. Be it riding at a 

young age , working various jobs either on the front 
side or backstretch  at some of the top harness tracks 
in North America, or even now at the Hambletonian 
Society and its signature Breeders Crown events, 
Moira has turned a passion for harness racing into a 
successful and respected career that is nearing 40 
years. A tireless worker for the sport that she loves, on 
October 28th and 29th,  Woodbine Mohawk Park will 
host the Breeders Crown races again and you can be 
certain that Moira, a native of Valley Forge, Pa., will 
be dilligently working to put the show on, as harness 
racing’s stars take to the track. This will also be the 
first time the Breeders Crown will be held at Woodbine 
Mohawk Park since 2019, which was a huge success 
back then.

Recently, we had the opportunity to speak with Moira 
as she prepared for this years Breeders Crown.  
 

PONIES 24-7: Moira thanks for doing this, first 
question, I understand that your interest in harness 
racing started at a very young age, is this true?

MOIRA FANNING: That’s correct, growing up I was 
always one of those girls that loved to be around 
horses, especially riding them. I was fortunate that 
down the street from where I lived was a Standardbred 
farm and eventually  they needed some help with the 
horses and I guess you could say that’s where it all 
began for me with Standardbreds. They were such a 
tremendous breed to work with, so willing and a big 
step up certainly from riding horses as you could jog 
and train them. From that moment on, I was pretty 
much hooked on Standardbred racing.

PONIES 24-7: Was there a natural progression to get 
to where you are now in the Standardbred  industry?

MOIRA FANNING: I was a Caretaker first for quite 
a long time, but my eventual goal was to transition 
from the backside to the front. I was very fortunate 
that I had a couple of mentors and career promoters 
along the way, that allowed me to move forward in the 
business, Marv Bachrad and Bill Fidati and then when 
the Breeders Crown went to Garden State Park, I was 
fortunate to meet Tom Charters, who also  fell into the 
mentor category. Eventually, Tom’s assistant at the 
Breeders Crown left and he asked me to come work for 
the Hambletonian Society. That was 1987 and I have 
been here ever since.

PONIES 24-7: Moira, perhaps for clarification for 
our readers, you could explain the two properties, 

the Breeders Crown and the 
Hambletonian Society?

MOIRA FANNING: Well, the 
Hambletonian Society, which was 
started in 1925, was made up of 
a group of breeders, owners and 
promoters that wanted to ensure 
that the trotting horse in particular 
would continue to flourish. They 
created a signature race and called 
it the Hambletonian and it has 
continued to grow, to the point that 
we just had our 97th edition this past 
August at The Meadowlands. The 
Hambletonian Society eventually 
became an Administrator of a 
series of races, like a Holding 
Company, where they would take 
in stakes payments, advertise 
and promote the races and then 
pay out the purses. The Breeders 
Crown is one of a series of races 
that the Hambletonian Society  
owns and it was an event that 
began in 1984 and you could say 
that It was an instant ‘hit’ in its first 
year with Nihilator and Dragon’s 
Lair competing against each other. 
As an event though, the Breeders 
Crown has continued to grow, with 
the help of several different Host 
Tracks over the years and honestly 

Larry, I believe it’s an event that the 
harness racing community should 
be pretty proud of, as over the years 
we have lost many racetracks, 
breeding farms, owners, etc., but 
the Breeders Crown continues to 
flourish. As I mentioned earlier 
too, in the past we would go to 
various Host Racetracks, but now 
we circulate between three or 
four harness tracks to hold the 
event. These include Hoosier Park, 
Pocono Downs, the Meadowlands 
and Woodbine Mohawk Park and I 
might add that Woodbine has been 
a fantastic partner, not just to the 
Breeders Crown but also to the 
Hambletonian Society, as they just 
‘get it’ when it comes to marketing 
and not just on the racing side, 
but also through their community 
involvement with their Woodbine 
Cares program. I’m really looking 
forward to going back to Woodbine 
for the Breeders Crown this year, as 
we haven’t been back there since 
2019 and that year just raised the 
bar.

PONIES 24-7: Let’s talk some about 
your role with the Hambletonian 
Society, Moira.

MOIRA FANNING: Actually, when I 
was hired I was pretty much a ‘jack 
of all trades’ as I didn’t have a lot 
of office skills  but I was able to 
adapt quickly . I did some support 
work for television and what was 
fortunate  for me was that every 
track had a Publicist or Marketing 
person that I was able to learn 
from. When I started at Breeders 
Crown, there was just so many 
Host Tracks involved and they all 
had tremendous staff, management 
and leadership, so working became 
an education in itself. I was able to 
move along and learn about things 
like simulcasting, writing and record 
keeping and during the late 1980’s 
and ‘90’s the Hambletonian Society 
expanded their role and hired a 
person in charge of Sponsorships 
and worked at establishing a 

leadership role in harness racing. 
Back then you may recall, harness 
racing was ‘hell bent’ on establishing 
a national presence, so really, I 
couldn’t have been in a position 
of trying to learn at a better time. 
Primarily I worked for the Breeders 
Crown at first, and then they sort of 
combined the Hambletonian Society 
and the Breeders Crown and I was 
very lucky to work for people like 
Tom Charters, Andy Grant, John 
Cashman and Charlie Keller who 
were all deeply committed to the 
future of harness racing and it was 
an honor for me to work under 
people like that. 

PONIES 24-7: I read someplace 
Moira that in your entire career at 
the Hambletonian Society, you only 
worked for two bosses, and both 
are Hall of Famers, talk about both 
of them. 

MOIRA FANNING: When the 
Breeders Crown was being formed 
in 1984, actually at the same time 
as Thoroughbred’s  Breeders’ Cup, 
they could never have hired a 
better person than Tom Charters , 
as aside from being a tremendous 
person and an Administrator, he 
loved harness racing like a fanatic 
would. Tom archived and promoted 
every aspect of the Breeders 
Crown and this really helped make 
it a classic event. This remains 
the same today, where becoming 
a Breeders Crown champion is 
a tremendous accolade that we 
continue to promote on a horse’s 
resume and Tom is basically the 
one responsible for this for close to 
40 years now. Over this time too, 
Tom guided the Breeders Crown 
through many changes and I believe 
he probably lost a lot of sleep also, 
especially on where we would hold 
the event and continue to maintain 
it at such a high profile level. When 
he wanted to slow down in 2017, 
John Campbell was also looking to 
transition to the next phase of his 
life and the Board basically ‘leaped’ 

harness racing personality

mOIRA FANNING
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at the opportunity to hire him as President. Both Tom 
and John are very different people as far as their skills 
and accomplishments are concerned, but as you 
mentioned Larry, they are both Hall of Famers and 
there couldn’t be two better people to lead the Society 
forward.

PONIES 24-7: And John Campbell, he won one or two 
races during his career, right? LOL

MOIRA FANNING: He did, but you wouldn’t know it 
to speak with him as he is not one of those people 
that  brags about his accomplishments, but he is great 
to work with, although I must admit, that I originally 
had some trepidation , especially when you admire 
a person because of the career they had as a driver, 
then you are told that they are going to be your next 
boss. (Laughs) For me though, it couldn’t have been a 
more comfortable transition, as John is just a great guy 
and can share many stories of his time as a driver. You 
know I was in the Publicity side for the industry for many 
years and I have found that you really hear about the 
real truth about things a couple of years after the fact  
and I’m very fortunate to have access to a person like 
John and his wealth of knowledge. John was a great 
choice that the Society made to lead the organization, 
because when John Campbell calls, people pick up the 
phone! Our Board is highly invested in seeing harness 
racing succeed in the future and they have a great guy 
for that in John.

PONIES 24-7: Moira, over your time in the harness 
racing industry, you have witnessed many great 
Hambletonian’s and Breeders Crown races, would it be 
difficult to select just one from each  as the greatest ever? 

MOIRA FANNING: Well that of course is actually 
extremely hard to do, but I would say that Mack Lobell 
was one of the greatest trotters I ever watched and not 
just his Hambletonian win, but throughout  his entire 
career. There have been others as well, including this 
years Hambletonian won by Cool Papa Bell. For a 
guy like Jim Campbell to win both the Hambletonian 
Oaks and the Hambletonian on the same day is quite 
a feat. Everything you want to love in harness racing 
was represented in not only Jim but also the owners 
of the two horses. They are both extremely different 
owners, Jules Siegel in the Oaks and Scott Farber 
in the Hambletonian and are two guys who could not 
have deserved it more. Scott Farber is someone that 
I wish you could clone, as his dad owned horses and 
he wanted to continue the legacy and I believe he has 
been with Jim for around 30 years now. The jubilation 
and the joy surrounding the Hambletonian this year is 
something that we strive for each and every year and 

I still reflect upon this years. So definitely, Mack Lobell 
and then being around during the time of  Niatross , 
when I was working as a Caretaker at Hollywood Park 
and he just happened to be racing there, I would have 
to say that he was probably the greatest horse that  
I ever saw race. SOMEBEACHSOMEWHERE would 
be a close second and I believe that Bulldog Hanover 
now would complete the Trifecta! Also I should maybe 
include the Bold Eagle Breeders Crown race at 
Mohawk in 2019, because if you love harness racing 
as much as I do, including the breeding, yearling sales 
and training,  watching the foreign horses come over 
here and compete, as a fan, it just makes you so 
appreciative of their performances on the racetrack.

PONIES 24-7: Stepping outside the box for a moment 
Moira, what does harness racing need to do to improve 
the sport?

MOIRA FANNING: I think there are two things and one 
is that racing continues to fall off the national profile 
and part of this is the evolution of society and it’s also 
partly a lack of effort on our part. We used to be an 
agrarian society,  where everybody in this country was 
dependent on farms and horses and agriculture, but 
in the past 50 years we have become more urban or 
metropolitan and we unfortunately get further away 
from the familiarity with animals. We have instead, 
turned pets into a crazy, wealthy business as people 
love their pets and they love horses too  but they are just 
never exposed to them enough now and this becomes 
a problem. Thoroughbred racing spends millions and 
millions of dollars to keep themselves in the public eye, 
we don’t and we can’t on an individual basis, instead, 
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it needs to be a united effort, like a 
NAHRMA. But this is only half the 
problem, the other half is that once, 
back in the day, we had a monopoly 
as far as betting and wagering and 
winning money  was concerned, for 
a very long time and our industry 
didn’t deal with that very well and 
many of our track’s management 
did not concentrate on improving  
or making their wagering product 
more attractive. We have a few 
isolated tracks that really ‘get it’ 
and try to make harness racing 
wagering more attractive, but it 
is a struggle, because we are a 
very labor intensive and costly 
product to put on, as opposed to 
a digital roulette game or a sports 
wagering board. Sports wagering 
has actually become the new 
hurdle that is taking more money 
away from horse racing, so I 
think concentrating on what you 
are basically offering, which is a 
wagering product, is needed and 
if you don’t do that, well you won’t 
have horse racing in the future. 
Those are two things that I think 
are the primary problems, one we 
are getting further and further away 
from the public consciousness and 
we don’t care about it in some ways 
and we need to present it as caring 
very much for our horses and the 
way we treat them. Honestly Larry, I 
think owning a harness horse has a 
three times better ROI than  owning 
a Thoroughbred  and I believe that 
there is a lot of value to be found 
on betting  harness racing, we just 
need to put it out there to people. 

PONIES 24-7: The bottom line is we 
need to attract a new demographic 
to horse racing, correct? Some 
tracks both on the Standardbred 
and Thoroughbred side are doing a 
good job at this, how do we get the 
others to ‘buy in’?

MOIRA FANNING: Well, each track 
is its own island and it needs every 
racetrack to survive because of 
simulcasting. When you look at a 

place like Northfield Park , which I 
love and watch all  the time, they 
have staffed themselves with 
people who understand betting  and 
they are providing very competitive 
racing over a half-mile track. They 
have a good horse population and 
are very cooperative when it comes 
to working with other racetracks 
-they really get it! In my job, I have 
been very fortunate to work with 
several tracks with great staffs and 
the financial resources to promote 
and concentrate on their racing 
product, which really helps. 

PONIES 24-7: Finally Moira, is 
there anything that you haven’t 
accomplished in your racing career?

MOIRA FANNING: Well, I had a 
great friend in former Meadowlands 
announcer Sam McKee and we 
both wanted to run a racetrack one 
day and we would always talk about 
this and I still feel that way now. I 

have been very fortunate to work 
in the harness racing industry and 
will probably end my working career  
here at the Hambletonian Society, 
but I always wanted to run a racetrack 
as it’s where I am most comfortable 
Having been a Caretaker and 
married to a horseman and working 
with management for over 30 
years has given me a tremendous 
understanding of all the various 
departments that make up a 
racetrack  and if the opportunity 
ever exists to run a track, I would 
certainly be interested.
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Originally Heard On ‘Ponies 24-7’, THE RADIO MAGAZINE

JAY KOrneGAY

play it again...

Vice President of Race and Sports Book Operations of  
The SUPERBOOK at the Westgate Las Vegas

In Conversation with Jim Lang & Larry Simpson

Note: Ponies 24-7, THE RADIO MAGAZINE, 
currently is the only terrestrial radio show about 
horse racing  in Canada and one of only a handful 
of shows in the U.S. It airs Saturday mornings 
at 8:30 a.m. Eastern on 105.9 FM, The Region, 
and live streamed at 1059theregion.com. 

Missed a show? Past shows are available as 
a podcast on 1059theregion.com. As a new 
magazine feature, we are offering transcripts of 
pertinent guest interviews, previously heard on 
‘Ponies 24-7’,THE RADIO MAGAZINE. 

PONIES 24-7: We are happy to be joined today 
by the Westgate’s Jay Kornegay to talk about 
the Sports Betting climate in North America and 
in particular to us, the Ontario market and how 
horse racing fits into the equation, Jay welcome 
to ‘Ponies 24-7’, THE RADIO MAGAZINE.

JAY KORNEGAY: Good morning guys, it’s 
great to be back on the show.

PONIES 24-7:   Let’s talk about horse racing in  
the SUPERBOOK.

JAY KORNEGAY: We have a great venue 
for horse racing including a special section 
with TV’s at every seat for our players, plus a 
VIP section We have a lot of great and loyal 
players in the SUPERBOOK, on the horse 
racing side, and we are just gearing up now for 
the upcoming Breeders’ Cup. Actually, before I 

came on the air with you, I was looking at the two-year-
old Thoroughbred rankings and soon, once we get to 
the Breeders’ after that, we can start getting excited 
about the Kentucky Derby next year.

PONIES 24-7: Do you do anything special for the 
Breeders’ Cup Jay?

JAY KORNEGAY: We have a special get together with 
our loyal players with a small reception Of course we 
offer some giveaways and give out some memorabilia 
to our players and they certainly enjoy that.  

PONIES 24-7: We’ve been noticing Jay some of the 
handles on Thoroughbred and Standardbred betting 
across North America being quite solid so far this year, 
how has business been at the SUPERBOOK?

JAY KORNEGAY: They have been very solid too, as 
you know over the past few years it has been a bit of 
a struggle but over the last year they have started to 
remain pretty steady.

PONIES 24-7: Is it because the SUPERBOOK has been 
promoting it more, that the handles have increased?

JAY KORNEGAY: Actually, I believe there was a small 
dip because of COVID and we actually have a few 
players that have been around for awhile and it took 
some time before they came back. We are starting to 
see more of them back ‘playing’ now, and I’m not talking 
about the ones in Las Vegas but other players around 
the Country, who kind of put everything on pause during 
the pandemic. But over the last year and a half though 
we are starting to see them back playing, which is great! 

PONIES 24-7: The SUPERBOOK though is much 
more than Las Vegas and the last time you were on the 
show you talked about opening up in Colorado, how 
has that move been so far?

JAY KORNEGAY: Fantastic, Colorado was actually 
our first jurisdiction outside of Nevada and since then 
we have expanded into New Jersey, Arizona, Tennesee 
and Iowa We plan to soon be in Ohio and Louisiana, 
the first two months of next year. 

PONIES 24-7: So how does it work Jay, you move into 
a state and set up a Racebook under the SUPERBOOK 
brand?

JAY KORNEGAY: What we do is first find a licensing 
partner a ‘skin’ as they call it and this could include 
a tribe or another operator. It varies state by state 
and the actual location could be a bar, a professional 
franchise as an example we have a relationship with 
the Cincinatti MLS soccer team and the Baltimore 
Orioles. We establish the relationship and get licensed 
and then we enter the state and what we offer differs 
in each state. It’s mostly about sports and we offer the 
same type of menu as in Nevada and we operate on two 
different platforms-one system that we have in Nevada 
is called Stadium and outside of Nevada it is on an ITT 
system. Our operating system in Nevada that we offer 
our wagering on will soon move over to ITT as will all 
of our entire fleet of venues, which will give us some 
major advantages like offering an integrated ‘wallet’ 
and more consistency with odds. We do like to provide 
a variety of  products but we also like to offer a local 
flavour (teams) in whatever jurisdiction we are working 
in. It’s still just the beginning as we know the expansion 
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in gaming around the Country has happened quickly, 
but we have treated it like a marathon and worked on 
establishing deals that really made sense to us. We 
have made some great deals that have worked out well 
for both ourselves and our partners, which I think is the 
definition of a good partnership when it works for both 
sides. 

PONIES 24-7: Jay, you have spoken about all of 
the expansion by the SUPERBOOK, which begs the 
question, when do you see a move into the province 
of Ontario? 

JAY KORNEGAY: It certainly has been brought up for 
discussion on a couple of occasions and I know we will 
be up in Ontario at some time but I don’t have a timeline 
as yet. We want to be part of the Ontario Sports Betting 
market, it’s on our radar and I believe it is safe to say 
that it will happen sometime down the road.

PONIES 24-7: Are there more immediate markets for 
you, before Ontario?

JAY KORNEGAY: We already have signed deals in 
Ohio and Louisiana. We believe that Ohio is going to 
be a ‘monster’ for us with the population conversion 
and the fan base that they have and then Louisiana 
will be opened right after. Then, we are looking at West 
Virginia, Maryland Indiana, Missouri and probably 
Kansas. Right now, we are in six states and would 
anticipate that we will probably be in 10 by the end of 
next year.

PONIES 24-7: With so many companies trying to 
secure business across the US, how is it that the 
SUPERBOOK is able is stand out over so many others 
and operate consistently in so many markets? 

JAY KORNEGAY: Well, we have been operating in the 
American market for over 30 years and I can honestly 
say that we have never been the biggest vendor or 
largest advertiser instead we differentiate ourselves 
by doing a lot of unique things in the betting market. 
Like extending our betting menu as we really look at 
second and third tier sports and offer betting on more 
markets than our competitors. Also we have been ‘first 
to market’ in a lot of areas, like being the first to post 
NFL lines, week in and week out and in events like 
the Kentucky Derby or the Masters or Daytona 500, 
we are usually the first to offer odds on those specific 
events. We don’t do it on a day to day basis as we 
don’t have the manpower to do this, but on some of the 
more highlighted events over the calendar year, you 
could say that the SUPERBOOK is first to market on  

many of those.

PONIES 24-7: When you are moving from state to 
state, with horse racing are there different regulations 
in every locale?

JAY KORNEGAY: It varies a little, but horse racing in 
general is pretty consistent than what you would find 
with other sports. We have been operating for over 
30 years and we have never been fined disciplined or 
‘written up’ so we take compliance very seriously here 
at the SUPERBOOK. But some of the sports markets 
have come up with some interesting regulations over 
time where you ‘scratch your head’ and sometimes 
want to ask the regulators, what exactly is the thinking 
behind that ‘reg’? A lot of times though they do come 
up with an explanation but sometimes I’m still trying to 
figure it out, but yes, you will definitely see that rules 
and regulations do vary from state to state when it 
comes to sports but not necessarily horse racing. 

PONIES 24-7: Finally Jay, any thoughts on the 
upcoming Breeders’ Cup races?

JAY KORNEGAY: Well we are still a couple of weeks 
away from posting some odds but I would say that the 
two-year-old crop this year looks very exciting and 
should bode well for next years Kentucky Derby. I’m 
really looking forward to some really good racing at the 
Breeders’ Cup this year and then see where it leads 
next year. 



This past August, Woodbine opened 
the brand-new Stella Artois Terrace, 
formerly the popular Champions Patio. 
The Terrace featured a pristine, elevated 
menu, heightened by a state-of-the- art 
kitchen to help make it one of the most 
unique dining and racing experiences in 
Toronto and the GTA going forward and 
the view is spectacular!

Woodbine hosted a late summer Stella 
Artois Terrace party, to introduce their 
new dining experience and make it a 
moment to remember.

The Stella Artois  
Terrace

Moment to Remember

By Larry Simpson

Woodbine Entertainment Photos

Woodbine’s New Place to Play

Ponies-24716 17Ponies-247



19Ponies-247

Brings Epicurean World
To the Waterfront

november 11 & 12, 2022
tickets on sale now: bblwaterfront.com

LOUISVILLE, KY (September 12, 2022) – In early 
November, top barbecue pitmasters and chefs from 
around the country will descend on Louisville for a 
culinary experience like no other. Bourbon from around 
Kentucky will be paired with an eclectic mix of barbecue, 
ranging from pulled pork and brisket to Caribbean, 
Moroccan, South African, Korean and South American 
barbecue, including plant-based styles.
 
The idea for this event started, fittingly, over a glass of 
bourbon between Mayor Greg Fischer and entrepreneur 
and philanthropist Brook T. Smith. This event has 
something for everyone, pushing the boundaries of 
foodie events categories.
 
“We’ll combine food, music, entertainment, podcasts, 
interactive stations, and discussions with bourbon 
experts and pitmasters. It will create a celebration 
that will become a tradition of the holiday season 
kickoff in Louisville and give back to the city – and 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky – for years to come,” 
observed Smith, the event’s benefactor. There’s 
no question that Louisville continues to build on its 
reputation as a world-class hospitality city and the 
addition of this new celebration will take us to the next 
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level,” said Mayor Greg Fischer. “Thank you to Brook T. 
Smith for being a great citizen and for helping bring this 
epicurean adventure to our waterfront this fall.”

The event coincides with Louisville’s Mayor’s Week of 
Valor supported by the Veterans Community Alliance 
of Louisville (VCAL). VCAL’s mission is to promote 
veteran-friendly community relations in Louisville by 
creating an integrated support network for veterans 
and their families. 

“A special thanks to Wayne Hettinger and Visual 
Presentations Inc. for securing a Military Color Guard 
from VFW Post 1170 to present Colors for the National 
Anthem to take place in conjunction with a flyover 
presented by Smoke On Aviation,” said Smith.

The presentation and the flyover will take place on 
Friday, November 11 at approximately 4:30 p.m. 
Event organizers are also honored to welcome several 
pitmasters who have served in the U.S. military in 
different capacities. $20 from each ticket sold will 
benefit the event’s nonprofit partners – VFW Post 
1170, Waterfront park. 

Bourbon & Barbeque will build upon the growing 
Bourbonism brand crafted by the city of Louisville and 
Louisville Tourism and reinforce its reputation as the 
beating heart of bourbon craft and culture. The vibrant 
city is home to 10 distillery experiences and the Urban 
Bourbon Experience, a citywide trail that’s filled with 
award-winning micro-distilleries, exhibits, and craft  
cocktail destinations. 

“The growth of culinary tourism has been 
extraordinary over the past decade,” said Cleo 
Battle, President and CEO of Louisville Tourism. 
“The Bourbon & Barbeque Louisville Waterfront 
event will only serve to expand that trajectory.” 

The event introduces 20+ pitmasters/chefs and 20+ 
Kentucky distilleries in one place. Each pitmaster/chef 
is encouraged to prepare a dish using smoke & fire 
and offer this in what we call a “chef’s kiss” portion  
(2 – 3 oz. max). The distillers will create a bourbon-
based 4-oz. cocktail to complement the “chef’s kiss.”

Bourbon & Barbeque Louisville will take place at 
Louisville’s Waterfront Park, at  the Swing Garden  
and  The Big Four Lawn, November 11 & 12, 2022. 
Tickets range from $250-$400 all inclusive and are on 
sale now. People are encouraged to use the hashtag  
#BBLWaterfront. 

For more information, please visit   
www.bblwaterfront.com.

Media Contacts: 
Jessica Wethington, Mayor’s Office, 502-200-3808 
John Andrews, 919.810.5159, john@katadhin.net 
 
Event Contact: Kelley Troia, 479.387.6386, 
kelley@clandestine-events.com 

Bourbon Distiller Participants

Angel’s Envy Blaize & Brooks 2XO

Jefferson’s Bourbon Four Roses Log Still Distillery

Green River Spirits Co. Rabbit Hole Distillery James B. Beam Distilling Co.

Bardstown Bourbon Co. Castle and Key Distillery Limestone Branch Distillery

Brown-Forman Michter’s Distillery Blue Run Spirits

Maker’s Mark Distillery Pinhook Bourbon Copper and Kings

Barrell Craft Spirits Art of Alchemy Kentucky Peerless Distilling Co.

Partners and Sponsors

Against The Grain Apron, Inc Bourbon & Banter

Bourbon Brotherhood Harrison Smith House Louisville Tourism

Ole Hickory Pits Sig Luscher The Butcher Rose

Toadfish Outfitters Waterfront Park
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Advocating for the Ontario Horse Racing Industry

For information on Race Dates, Post Times, How to Place a Bet and our 
Horse Racing Ownership 101 Virtual Seminars visit

Fort Erie Race Track, Fort Erie, ON | Woodbine Race Track, Toronto, ON

Clinton Raceway, Clinton, ON | Dresden Raceway, Dresden, ON | Flamboro 

Downs, Dundas, ON | Georgian Downs, Innisfil, ON | Grand River Raceway, 
Elora, ON | Hanover Raceway, Hanover, ON |  Hiawatha Horse Park & 
Entertainment Center, Sarnia, ON | Kawartha Downs Fraserville, ON | 
Leamington Raceway, Leamington, ON | Rideau Carleton Raceway, Ottawa, 
ON | The Raceway At Western Fair District, London, ON | Woodbine Mohawk 
Park, Campbellville, ON 

Ajax Downs, Ajax, ON

2  thoroughbred tracks

12  standardbred tracks

1  quarter horse track

ontarioracing.com

Three Breeds. One Vision.

15Good Reasons to Experience 
Ontario Horse Racing This Year!

Social Media
Twitter: @bblwaterfront Facebook: bblwaterfront Pinterest: bblwaterfront

Pitmaster and Chef Participants
Big Guns BBQ: Sean Keever - Poughkeepsie, NY Four Pegs: Chris Williams - Louisville, KY

Memphis Barbecue Co: John David Wheeler - Horn Lake, MS Hogapalooza Bar-B-Que: Kelly Dallas - Wynne, AR
Pure Grit BBQ: Emily Hersh - New York. NY Texas Original Pits: Joey Machado - Seguin, TX

Southern Smoke BBQ Catering: Chris Hadley - Pendleton, KY Against The Grain: Kyle McCoy - Louisville, KY
Pappy’s Smokehouse: John Matthews & Brian Scoggins - St. Louis, MO 17th Street BBQ: Amy Mills - Murphysboro, IL

Pearl’s Southern Comfort: Danny Beck - Chicago, IL Martin’s Bar-B-Que Joint: Pat Martin - Nashville, TN
Rathbun’s Curbside BBQ: Chef Kent Rathbun - Dallas, TX Moonlite Bar-B-Que: Patrick Bosley - Owensboro, KY

Mawi Tortillas: Chef Will Avelar - New Orleans, LA North of Bourbon: Lawrence Weeks - Louisville, KY
610 Magnolia: Chef Edward Lee - Louisville, KY FOKO: Chef Francisco Garcia - Louisville, KY

Red Hog: Dustin Olsen - Louisville, KY Ubons: Lesile Roark Scott - Yazoo City, MS

Pig Beach BBQ: Matt Abdoo & Shane McBride - New York, NY, West Palm Beach, FL

Pineapple Express Barbeque - Lauren Hirshberg & Damon Wise - Montclair, NJ
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Katie larsen
Launched in 2017 by long time equestrian participant 

Katie Larsen, Southern Belle Thoroughbreds has 
continued to find new homes and careers after racing 
for many Woodbine and Fort Erie horses and during 
this short time, the company has probably repurposed 
over 600 horses. Katie, who has been riding maybe 
as long as she has been walking, currently works as 
an exercise rider at Woodbine, this after spending 
several years in the Hunter/Jumper circles, followed by 
a time in her life that saw an escape for a few years 
to the financial industry. However, early this year, the 
love for the equine business beckoned once again and 
Southern Belle Thoroughbreds became a reality for 
Katie and thus her story continues.

PONIES 24-7: Katie how did the interest in horse 
racing come about? 

KATIE LARSEN: Well, I grew up horseback riding 
and Show Jumping and then I took a brief break from 
the equestrian world in my early ‘20’s and worked in 
the banking industry. When I decided to get back into 
riding, I went on the Internet and bought a horse that 
was being retired from racing for $500 and I thought 
that she would be a nice, little project horse for me to 
work with. I bought her fresh off her racing career at 
Fort Erie and after a few months I became interested 
in her background as a racehorse and I contacted her 
previous trainer and met up with him at Fort Erie one 
morning during the workouts. It was then that I decided 
I wanted to get more involved in horse racing which 
began by me getting my Exercise Rider’s license and 
then spending more time on the backstretch at Fort 
Erie. It was then that I came to the realization that 
there was an abundance of horses there that would 
eventually need a new career, once they were finished 
racing. That’s really how it all began for me and I started 
finding new homes in the Show World for these horses 
once their careers on the track were finished.

PONIES 24-7: How did you become interested in the 
Show Industry originally?

KATIE LARSEN: I actually began riding when I was 
around four years old! My grandmother and mother 
both rode and once I started, I was basically hooked 
and never stopped. I rode Hunter/Jumper all of my 
equestrian life and was fortunate enough to ride at a 
really high level and rode a very nice horse, but we had 
an accident together and that resulted in me walking 
away from the sport for a while. When I decided that I 
wanted to get back into riding, you could say that things 
took a different turn for me and that’s how I ended up 
at the racetrack.

PONIES 24-7: Katie, why do you think people have 
such an attraction with horses?

KATIE LARSEN: For me, it was just in my blood or 
the genes. I always just felt a strong connection with 
horses, almost like a ‘soul connection’, where I think 
I can communicate with horses better than people. 
(Laughs) 

PONIES 24-7: But really when you think about it, you 
never hear someone say that they don’t like horses, 
do you?

KATIE LARSEN: Exactly, I believe that horses are just 
natural healers, especially when you are around them 
and they just naturally make everything feel better. If 
you are having a rough day, or going through a difficult 
patch in your life, they are like therapists, at least that’s 
what my horse ‘Belle’ is like for me. I can spend a few 
hours with her and it’s like everything is so much better 
in the world now. (Laughs)

PONIES 24-7: And now you are starting to see horses 
being used for rehabilitation for that same reason 
because they are healers and have a calming influence.

KATIE LARSEN: Exactly, horses feed off your energy 
also and they can be very sensitive beings and attuned 
to your emotions.

PONIES 24-7: Now talk about Southern Belle 
Thoroughbreds and why you started it?

KATIE LARSEN: It’s funny, but it was never my original 
intent to start Southern Belle, rather I think it was more 
like my calling, as that’s just how natural everything 
happened for me. I started going to the racetrack and 

taking notice of all of these gorgeous racehorses and 
it all started with one horse that I used to gallop and 
the trainer said to me one day that he had to move 
the horse along, as he wasn’t making any money. 
I immediately thought that the horse would make an 
excellent jumper, so I reached out to one of my old 
equestrian connections, who took him right from 
the track. It all started with this one horse and then 
basically the business exploded very quickly with other 
horses on the track. In the first year, I rehomed 120 
horses out of Fort Erie and eventually started working 
out of Woodbine as well and the business has spread 
like wildfire, where we probably found new connections 
for close to 200 horses last year. Originally it was all 
‘word of mouth’, but when I launched our Facebook 
page, where I would advertise the horses, our followers 
increased every day. It was then that I realized that I was 
on to something and had established a very necessary 
‘niche’, for the horse racing industry. Horse racing is 
a fast paced industry and there are times where you 
need to find new homes for the horses quickly, which is 
what Southern Belle can offer. 

PONIES 24-7: What are some examples of the 
disciplines that the horses may have new careers in?

KATIE LARSEN: The majority go into Three-Day 
Eventing and the reason for this is that Thoroughbreds 
have the necessary stamina to excel in this type of 
discipline. Also in Three-Day Eventing, you are racing 
against the clock, so you need a horse that is fast, like 
a Thoroughbred. Many horses will end up in the ‘Hunter 
Ring’ and some that I have rehomed have competed 
and showed in the Royal Winter Fair, against 

Her Southern Belle Thoroughbreds Has Become A Labour Of Love -  
With An Emphasis On Love

horse racing aftercare

larsen By Larry Simpson
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Katie and “Belle’  
Photo by Kobita Photography

Photo by Laurie Langley
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some pretty ‘fancy’ Thoroughbreds 
that were not off the track. It was 
a Thoroughbred class and a horse 
that I actually rehomed won against 
horses that were from all across 
Canada. We’ve had some go to 
Dressage, because they were ‘fancy 
movers’, a few became Polo Ponies 
and because some Thoroughbreds 
when they retire, have a look of a 
Quarter horse, they can compete 
in the Western Class. It really just 
depends on the horse.

PONIES 24-7: I know Katie when 
we interviewed you on ‘Ponies 24-
7, THE RADIO MAGAZINE’ you 
mentioned that there had been a bit 
of a resurgence with Thoroughbreds 
competing in Show Jumping, similar 
to many years ago when I remember 
Sam Son Farms having a horse by 
the name of Canadian Club who I 
believe was part of the Canadian 
Olympic team. Why do you think 
that there is a comeback of sorts 
with Thoroughbreds competing in 
the Show Ring now?

KATIE LARSEN: I believe that part 
of the reason is that there is much 
more awareness of horses coming 
off the track now. Previously, 
there wasn’t that many platforms 
available to showcase them and 
now that we are doing this, we 
are attracting more attention and 
people are realizing that they don’t 
need to go out and spend $50,000 
to buy a really nice horse, instead 
you can buy one off the track for a 
more economical price and retrain 
them. I believe that they become 
equal if not better than some of 
these horses that are born or bred 
just to be Sport Horses. 

PONIES 24-7: Have you considered 
rehoming Standardbreds?

KATIE LARSEN: Honestly, I don’t 
know enough about the breed but 
I’m not going to say no, but I think I 
would first have to do my homework 

on these horses first. I think that it 
would be an interesting market 
though to tap into.

PONIES 24-7:  Walk me through 
the steps Katie, I have a horse 
that is done racing and we want to 
rehome it, what’s the steps?

KATIE LARSEN: Typically, I would 
get a call from the trainer after he 
has spoken to the owner and the 
decision has been made to retire the 
horse from racing. I have someone 
that helps me at Woodbine, she’s 
my partner there, Chelsea Clouter 
and she was an exercise rider as 
well, and once we get the call either 
of us will make arrangements to 
go see the horse. We take some 
pictures, do a ‘jog video’,usually get 
some background information from 
the trainer and then come up with 
what we believe is a fair price for the 
horse. We then write a descriptive 
advertisement and post it with the 
photos and video on our Instagram 
and Facebook and usually within a 
day, we have an adoption request. 
We have almost 10,000 people 
following our Facebook page and 
this helps the adoption notice 
receive some very good exposure. 
I will then speak with the buyer and 
make sure that they are a good fit for 
the horse (I actually have my own 
vetting process) and then there’s 
paperwork provided for every 
horse. This includes clauses that 
the horse is not being purchased 
to race again and also will be taken 
care of if something happens that 
the buyer can’t keep the horse and 
if it ends up someplace else, it’s 
very important to be able to track 
where the horse ends up. We then 
arrange for shipping and work with 
a number of transport companies 
and recently we have had quite a 
few horses go to the Maritimes. 
Normally, the horse is moved out 
in a week, so the entire process 
works very quickly, but on that note 
though, I am very particular who 

gets the horse, as it’s not a situation 
of just send me the money and I will 
ship you the horse. Rather, I have 
to be comfortable where the horse 
is going and that’s why I launched 
Southern Belle, to make sure that 
they all end up in a safe place once 
they leave. We are working with 
horses Larry, that are so regimented 
and used to a routine and when 
they finish racing, they still want to 
be working and this is why it’s so 
important that they are retrained for 
a second career after racing and 
adopted by good and caring homes.

PONIES 24-7: Once the horse is 
with the new owner, on average 
how long does it take to retrain the 
horses?

KATIE LARSEN: Actually, there is a 
follow up process and I usually try to 
guide the buyers on how to properly 
transition the horses coming off the 
track. I always recommend that the 
new owner give the horse a three-
month grace period, just to allow it 
to maybe decompress and possibly 
even change their diets, before 
they start training for a new career. 
It also depends too on the horse 
Larry, if the horse has been running 
without a break for four years, then 
we usually recommend giving the 
horse six months off, but if it is an 
unraced horse, you probably are 
good to start working right away, as 
they normally don’t have any ‘wear 
and tear’ on them. 

PONIES 24-7: So, once you start 
the retraining period, how long does 
it normally take until the horse is 
ready to compete in its new career?

KATIE LARSEN: It’s actually a 
gradual process, as horses if you 
think about it, are capable to live 
for 30 years, with the racing part 
of their life only being a small part 
of this time. The average age of 
the horses that we are retiring and 
retraining is between three and six 

Established in 2019 at Woodbine Mohawk Park, the Breeders Crown Charity Challenge has 
raised more than $800,000 for local charities of each year’s Breeders Crown host track.

The year’s challenge showcases four teams, with each entry comprised of a prominent 
owner, their charity of choice, and a Woodbine leading driver, competing to net the 
largest donation amount from a minimum pool of $200,000. 

TEAM BRAD GRANT/DOUG MCNAIR – CHARITY:  
MILTON DISTRICT HOSPITAL FOUNDATION

TEAM DETERMINATION/BOB MCCLURE – CHARITY:  
KIDS HELP PHONE

TEAM STEVE HEIMBECKER/JAMES MACDONALD – CHARITY:  
PINE RIVER INSTITUTE

TEAM LIBFELD-KATZ/LOUIS-PHILIPPE ROY – CHARITY:  
PETER MUNK CARDIAC CENTRE AND SICK KIDS HOSPITAL 

Thank you  
this years teams and to all who made pledges:
Alagna Racing

Bettors Delight Syndicate 
Blue Chip Farms

Bob McClure

Brittany Farms

Cameo Hill Farms

Carmen Auciello

Doug McNair

Gregg McNair

Hanover Shoe Farms

Hunterton Farm

Ian & Jen Fleming

James MacDonald

John Bax

Lindy Farms

Louis Philippe Roy 

Luc Blais

Muscle Mass - Kentuckiana

Richard Moreau

Seelster Farms

Southwind Farm

Tara Hills Stud

Winbak Farm

 Breeders Crown  Charity Challenge PRESENTED BY
LIBFELD/KATZ
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years old, so they have many years after to learn new 
disciplines. The first year after they are retired, they’re 
only learning the basics, but as they get older they 
move up the ranks of their new sport and eventually 
compete at higher levels. One horse in particular that 
I rehomed in 2018, Smooth Spirit has been moving 
up the Eventing ranks and is now being ridden by an 
Olympic Rider and there is a possibility that we may 
see this horse eventually competing at a world class 
level.

PONIES 24-7: Do you have a database set up when 
a horse becomes available for adoption and you can 
match it to someone who may be that ‘perfect fit’?

KATIE LARSEN: We do, over the five years we have 
been rehoming Thoroughbreds I have compiled a list of 
people that I guess you could say are our VIP clients, 
as they are usually looking for specific types of horses 
that are capable of competing at very high levels. But 
to keep it fair for all our old and new customers, we do 
post the horse on our Facebook and Instagram as well. 

PONIES 24-7: You left a career with a bank in order to 
become an entrepreneur, any regrets?

KATIE LARSEN: No not at all, we have rehomed 
around 720 horses and sure there was some job 
security where I was, but I also knew that we had 
tapped into a special ‘niche’ of finding new homes for 
these horses. It’s hard to explain, but I had this nagging 
feeling that this is what I needed to do. 

PONIES 24-7: And you are also a horse owner too, 
talk about that.

KATIE LARSEN: Yes, I made the decision this year 
to form a Thoroughbred ownership syndicate, which 
is called Southern Belle Thoroughbred Racing, Inc. 
and we purchased two horses from a Mixed Sale in 
Kentucky. It’s been exciting so far, as one of them is 
currently racing and it certainly gives you a different 
perspective of the racing business as an owner. 

PONIES 24-7: Finally Katie, what are your plans for 
the future?

KATIE LARSEN: I want to get through this year first 
as we probably have around another 100 horses 
to rehome, but I also want to keep networking and 
branching out into other markets especially the U.S. 
This year has been incredible for us, Purina just came 
on board as a sponsor, but we just want to continue 
making some more connections and create more 
awareness for Southern Belle Thoroughbreds.

Strut N Stomp a 2019 retirement  
project and Holly Simkins. 
Photo by Michael Brown.

Hines retired in 2018, pictured 
now with rider Zoe Cauchon. 
Photo by Ian Woodley.

-Get My Gist, a 2020 retiree with 
Chantal De Bellefeuille.



Lymphoma Canada and PONIES 24-7 recommend that you 

DON’T HORSE
AROUND WITH 
LYMPHOMA

We are committed to hoofing out lymphoma! 

Thousands of Canadians are engaged in the fight against lymphoma, yet 
a large percent of the population are unfamiliar with this type of cancer. 
Lymphoma affects your lymphatic system, namely the lymphocytes that 

together with other cells of the immune system, work to fight infection and 
prevent disease. 

Lymphoma is also the most common cancer diagnosis for adolescents and 
young adults in Canada. Though common early signs and symptoms can 

be minimal or mimic other conditions, it is possible that the lymphoma can 
remain undetected for many months or possibly years.

Did you know that both humans and horses can contract lymphoma?

With your support and through our 
‘Don’t Horse Around with Lymphoma’ 

campaign, we can help create awareness, promote early detection, assist 
newly diagnosed patients and support lymphoma research that one day 

may lead to a cure.

Visit lymphoma.ca/ponies today, to learn more about lymphoma and to support the 
‘Don’t Horse Around with Lymphoma’ campaign.

Lymphoma Is A Group of Cancers Affecting the Lymphatic System.
Thousands of Canadians Are Engaged In The Fight, Yet Many Of Us 
Are Unfamiliar With The Disease!

We are familiar with many parts of our body and how they relate to our overall health, but when it comes to 
the lymphatic system and our lymph nodes, Canadians are not as informed. Many of us have heard of lymph 
nodes and know where they can be found in the body, but beyond that, details about the lymphatic system 
and lymphoma often remain a mystery.

Since the word “cancer” is not in the name, lymphoma is not commonly recognized as a type of cancer. Did 
you know that lymphoma is the fifth most common cancer in Canada, the third most common cancer 
in children aged 0-14, and the most common cancer diagnosis for adolescents and young adults from 15-39? 
There are over 80 different types of lymphoma and over 100,000 Canadians currently living with this illness. 

Lymphoma Canada is the only national organization in Canada that is focused entirely on lymphoma. It is 
our mission to empower patients and the lymphoma community through education, support, advocacy, and 
research. 

Lymphoma Canada provides information to patients and their caregivers through comprehensive resource 
manuals, educational forums, webinars, and national conferences. Lymphoma Canada advocates for equal 
access to lymphoma treatments and supports Canadian lymphoma researchers in Canada.  With your help, 
we can continue to raise awareness, assist newly diagnosed patients, and seek equal access to treatments 
across Canada.

No one should have to face lymphoma alone. Lymphoma Canada provides resources and support to 
patients through the difficult journey of diagnosis, treatment, and survivorship. 

Take the ‘Know Your Nodes’ quiz to see how you score at  
KnowYourNodes.ca

For lymphoma resources or for further information, visit our website at lymphoma.ca 
or call 1-866-659-5556. 

Do You Know 
What Lymphoma Is?



We expect great things 
from our horses.  
Let’s make sure that they 
can expect a happy and 
dignified retirement when 
their racing days are over.

You’ll be 
amazed 
at what they 
can do!

THOROUGHBRED RETIREMENT SOCIETY

416-675-3993 ext. 3440
www.longrunretirement.com
info@longrunretirement.com
       LongRunTB


